Hello everybody and welcome to the
first edition of the Family
Sponsorship Newsletter!

My name is Megan and I started
volunteering with AfCiC Kenya in
March as the Family Sponsorship
Coordinator. As well as sending you
all individual updates about the
family that you are sponsoring, I
thought that you might like to know
how the Family Sponsorship scheme
is developing.

First of all thank you to all of you
for choosing to sponsor a family,
with your support we are able to
make a lasting difference to whole
families rather than individual
children.

This month I'm pleased to welcome
three new sponsors to the
programme! Karibu Sana! We will
spend the upcoming weeks making
home visits to identified families in
need to assess their viability for
the sponsorship programme.

This month, Bruce Gow, a financial
planner from the U.K joined us to
give detailed fraining on budget
handling and micro credit giving us
improved knowledge on helping
families create effective business
plans and ensure successful Income
Generating Activities (IGA).
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We will be encouraging families to
start saving some of the income
generated from their business by
showing them how to record their
earnings and expenditure and
helping them to open a bank
account. This will help them to
plan for any large purchases or
unexpected costs.

Soon we hopgitotheld regular
group meetinggfordll of the
families who areBeéifigasponsored
so they can learA@ff€dch other
and our dedicated Sf@ffiabout
ways in which they cotldiimproye
their businesses.

We also hope to hald'some skills
fraining sessions whigh'would
encourage more creatiVethinking
whendeciding on g neWEGAand
hopetully. providethesskillsito
allow families to move away from
a basic subsistence business to a
more innovative and profitable
one.

Evans visiting the sheep that David
Kinuthia and Hilda Wambui's uncle with
the sheep he bought through the Family
Sponsorship Programme

At a recent meeting, it was decided
that from now on, Family
Sponsorship would be given in the
form of a repayable loan rather
than a gift. Not only will this
discourage dependency on aid but
will in time be recygled to help more
families.

By helping famil{gs¥erdevelop a well
Structured business'plantand asking
them to repay a Smallfamount+ of the
loan each week, theyswilllearn how
to budget and runfantindépendent
and responsible buSiness.

That is all for ndW@sYou can see
There are somgexeiting
developments Within¥he Family
Sponsorship Pregramme which T
hope to be able T0 update you on in
the'iext editign. I am also hoping
foinclude-someiinterviews with
membersiofstaffiand storicSHfrom
some of our families to widen your
understanding of Family
Sponsorship!

L vourknow anybodyswhowould like
fo'read thissnewsletterdand perhaps
sponsorafamilySthenpléase pass on
our details. Please send‘any
comments or questions fo me at
kenya@actionchildren.org

Megan Burley
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